ABSTRACT. In this paper we prove the following theorem: let G be a discrete amenable group with nontrivial almost-periodic compactification, and let F be a complex-valued function defined in [-1, lj; then F operates in A(G) if and only if F is real-analytic in a neighborhood of the origin and F(0) = 0.
To prove the Theorem, it suffices to establish some properties which are all that is needed in order to apply the proof of Helson-Kahane-KatznelsonRudin [5]. In the following, F and G will always satisfy the hypothesis stated in the Theorem; ||-|| will denote the norm in B(G).
We start with Bade and P. Curtis Jr. [1] to the Stone-Cech compactification of G, we ob- 
